ON HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

A Response from the Abington Human Relations Commission
to the Israel-Gaza War

Dear Abington Community,

We write to you on behalf of the Abington Human Relations Commission, a group of volunteer residents in Abington
Township committed to helping members of our community live together in peace and harmony. We work to make sure that
all those who live, work, and visit in Abington know that they are welcome, valued, and safe. Our outreach includes educational

and motivational activities.

'This week, we have seen and felt the immense ramifications of people not living in peace with one another. We, like so many
in our community, state, country, and the world, are horrified and saddened by the grotesque evil that has been visited upon
innocent people involved in the long and complex Israel-Palestine conflict. We have watched the kidnapping and slaughter of
grandparents, parents, children - young and old, people with disabilities, and people simply just trying to live their lives.

No matter one’s usual politics, this war goes beyond all of that. And we, like so many of you, are in mourning.

We also acknowledge the layers of painful history within this situation that make it difficult to allow all voices to be heard.
We encourage everyone in the community to lead with empathy and view the situation with an open heart and mind. We must

condemn all forms of hate while allowing the basic respect for human life to take precedence in this heightened state of despair.

Our Commission’s response when we see something wrong in the world is to do something to make things better and stand
in solidarity with those who have been affected. Following our joint program with the Upper Dublin Human Relations
Commission two weeks ago, Fighting Hate in All Forms, and in response to at least two recent antisemitic literature
distribution incidents prior to the program in both townships, we have begun to work with the Abington Police Department
(APD) and the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) to build awareness of what ordinary citizens can do when antisemitism,
racism, and LGBTQIA hatred rears its ugly head in our township. We know that the only way to prevent hatred is to fight it —
anywhere and everywhere and against anyone whenever it occurs. We will present our work to you and we ask for your

cooperation and help.

In the meantime, we watch the news and mourn with the people of Israel and Gaza who have nothing to do with the terrorist
organization, Hamas. We hope that politicians and other leaders around the globe will display wisdom and courage as they
plan and execute next steps. We extend heartfelt condolences to those who have lost loved ones or have been injured. For those
who wish to do something more, there are relief efforts providing food, medicine, and shelter to those who are affected.

Some options are:

Airlink

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
Doctors Without Borders

Friends of United Hatzalah

Global Empowerment Mission

International Committee of the Red Cross - Geneva
Save the Children

Finally, we work and hope for peace (shalom/salaam) soon in our day.
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